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Abstract 
          This research was selected based on the benefits it would provide. The outcome of this 

research would be presented to the international students and Cape Breton University and local 

community in order to fully understand the key housing challenges that Saudi Arabian students 

face while in the overseas countries. In addition, this research was very important since it gives 

directions to these challenges, and how various students view and cope with them. It would act 

as a basis upon which new students can work out their challenges in Cape Breton. The findings 

of this study show the statistical significance between housing challenges and students’ 

perception, and their academic success. Most students are confused by housing challenges, and at 

the expense of their studies. This research adopted a mixed methods approach in order to 

uncover this needed information to students studying abroad. In conclusion, this research is very 

useful to show Saudi Students the challenges of housing while attending Cape Breton University.  
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Introduction 
Housing is an important part of students’ lives that shows the link between the 

availability of affordable, safe, and accessible student environment for their success. According 

to the CBU Websites (2012), moving into new residence offers new experiences while, for 

others, it offers a chance to go back to the old way of living. Living on or off-campus is 

considered to be a rite of passage, that is, a transition from parental care to independence in safe 

and secure environments (Wardley & Belanger, 2013). According to the right of passage 

concept, the separation of students from the former environment to new environment is divided 

into three distinct phases: separation, transition, and incorporation. Separation is leaving home, 

friends, and family; transition is the adjustment to new lives in college, while incorporation 

implies making new friends to become a part of a college life. Campus life presents new and 

unique transitions to most students who for a long time have lived together with their families. 

This is a new set of arrangements where an individual has to make his or her survival, just like it 

happens to independent adults. 

According Wardley and Belanger (2013), students living in, on and off-campus housing 

arrangements form two distinct groups. Living on-campus can be described as living within the 

hostels of a campus. It also touches on some other key areas such as academic performance and 

critical thinking which impact the students’ behavior and habits when exposed to immediate or 

permanent changes (Aruajo & Murray, 2010). Another aspect is living off-campus which is 

described as the decision by students to live outside a campus for deferent reasons. 

The object of this research is to identify and describe and discuss the housing challenges 

and the effect on the performance of international students at Cape Breton University. The 
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research will focus on the on and off-campus housing facilities based on affordability, 

accessibility, and safety.  

Problem Statement 
This research will discuss the challenges that face Saudi Arabian students in Cape Breton. 

In doing so, the research will study the housing options on Cape Breton Island. As such, 

international students will gain proper information before relocating to the city. This research 

will provide several recommendations for students considering securing either on or off-campus 

housing options and for providers to consider students’ needs and considerations. Finally, the 

research hopes to conclude by summarizing the options students will have and differences 

between the on and off-campus housing options. These are the areas that the research seeks to 

explore to come up with informed recommendations.  

Research Objectives 
The research objectives are the foundation to this research proposal. Thus, this research 

will be organized using the following objectives, whose conclusions will reveal the research 

problems mentioned above.  

• To discover the way Saudi students, search to find the most convenient housing to live 

and the factors that affect their choices 

• To explore the attitudes of Saudi Arabian students regarding the availability of on and off 

campus housing facilities 

• To discuss the housing issues in an isolated community and explore the perception of 

Saudi students regarding housing and community adjustment 
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• To describe the ways in which housing challenges affect the lives and academic success 

of Saudi Arabian students 

• To explore the living options and affordability for international students in an isolated 

community in Cape Breton 

• This research seeks to establish statistically important factors that Saudi Arabian Students 

focus on when deciding to consider either on-campus housing plan or off-campus 

housing plan 

• To establish housing plans that overseas University like Breton University has for the 

International Students 

• To establish the housing conditions in the Breton City, and how it impacts the Saudi 

Arabian University Students 

• To establish and describe the types of housing challenges that affects Saudi Students in 

Cape Breton University 

• To describe solutions to the housing challenges to Saudi Students at Cape Breton 

University and other countries based on the nature of challenges faced. 
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Review of Literature 
Introduction 

Transition to a new environment is a complex process as it impacts the psychological, 

emotional, and physical wellbeing of students (Yang & Noels, 2013). According to Le (2011), 

“General living adjustments include basic living problems encountered by international students 

in their daily lives such as accommodation, transport, and financial adjustment to different food 

and diet” (10). These items are considered to be insignificant in their home country. However, a 

completely new environment can make the problems above devastating since they affect the 

overall performance of a student (Le, 2014, 10). Students’ satisfaction is an major factor 

considered in securing a house. According to Najib (2011), there is a shortage of affordable 

housing for international students in Canada. More so, the rising cost of living may most likely 

increase psychological and financial stress in the international students (Pidgeon & Andrea, 

2005). 

Le (2014) states that the quality of accommodation affects the health and wellbeing of 

students. Frierson (1992) states that students who live with the relatives and family members are 

more satisfied that those in the on and off-campus options. The report also notes that students 

who experience a high level of satisfaction register low levels of depression, anxiety, and stress. 

Le (2011) notes that “the absence of adequate public transportation of access to a car was 

problematic for some Asian students, as it would result in a dependency on others and cause 

them great inconveniences” (11).  

International students lead to the development of affordable, safe, and public transit 

services in the foreign country as the country strives to create better living for them (Judith & 
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Terje, 2010). According to Le (2011), they have helped develop some regions “where there are 

high transportation costs, fear of violence, unreliability of schedules, and lengthy transit-routes 

with multiple transfers and long waiting times” (10). Financial inadequacy has been identified as 

the major source of stress for international students (Schuh, 2003). Sufficient finances are crucial 

for acquisition of food, education, and shelter. Little or no access to loans, scholarships, and 

welfare benefits increase financial pressure (Yang & Noels, 2013, 321). What is more, food and 

diet affect the health of a person. Due to the differences in the concepts of nutrition, international 

students face difficulties in adapting to the new diets and cooking styles (Foster & Williams, 

2014). Such circumstance may force them to relocate to areas that suit their lifestyles. Therefore, 

the housing preference may be dictated by the proximity to basic needs rather than accessibility 

and affordability near the institution (Frierson, 1992).  

Housing Options 

The housing options, whether on or off-campus, depends on the financial capability and 

the personal preferences of the students (Frierson, 1992). The on-campus option is characterized 

by features such as limited space but with specialized care (Wu et al., 2015). It has several 

advantages such as proximity to classes, availability of resident advisors for consultations, full-

time professional staff, social groups, and opportunities for involvement in students’ life 

(Pidgeon & Andrea, 2005). On the other hand, off-campus option involves securing 

accommodations in the university neighborhoods (CBU, 2015).  This option is characterized by 

features such as nearness to social amenities and strong cultural connections.  

A research by Twigg (2012) identifies three key concerns about student housing and its 

impact on the local community, that is, security in residential areas, education about the 

appropriate behavior, and the strategies to protect students from unscrupulous landlords and 
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substandard housing. The Canadian’s current literature on architecture, health academic 

publications, and higher education dwell on some, but not all, of the above issues (Teramisha, 

2003, 5). 

Safety 

A majority of community members are concerned about student safety. According to 

Twigg (2011), residential facilities offer some students the first experience of living away from 

home. Oftentimes, they may not be aware of how to judge the standards of the available housing 

(Najib, 2011). The World Health Organization defines a healthy residential facility as “A human 

habitation that is structurally sound, provides sufficient space for all household activities, has 

easily and readily available supply of potable and palatable water, and has sanitary means of 

collection, storage, and disposal” (Twigg, 2011, 103). Additionally, it provides sufficient 

protection from insects and rodents and is served by the necessary and desirable health, welfare, 

social, educational, cultural, and protective community services and facilities (Charles & 

William, 1978).  

Even though it is difficult to distinguish the impacts of individual risk factors, it is 

important to note that the home environment has a fundamental connection to well-being and 

health. Thomsen and Eikemo (2010) stipulate that the satisfaction of a housing system stems 

from personal factors such as the different phases of life, cultural, and social backgrounds, 

expectations, and financial situations. Even so, it is based on the architectural features of a 

building (Salama & Alshuwaikhat, 2015). From this, the health of the needy students who live in 

poor quality housing is at risk. For these reasons, some local communities have devised plans to 

support both domestic and international students in their neighborhoods in the off-campus 

arrangements.  
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Behavior 

A research by Twigg (2011) showed that “some participants also mentioned the nuisance 

behavior of students such as high noise levels at night, abandoned shopping trolleys in the 

neighborhood, or students leaving laundry on the balcony rails” (103). Another research by 

William (2013) indicates that the level of housing satisfaction is closely related to the general 

appearance of the environment in addition to view of friendliness, community spirit, crime, and 

noise levels. In well-established cities such as Toronto, nuisance behaviors such as alcoholism 

and rowdiness at night have resulted in the growing tension between the students and residents 

(Twigg, 2011, 103). Therefore, local communities have the responsibility of educating students 

about the desired living practices as well as the responsibilities of living in an established 

neighborhood (Teramisha, 2003). Community links are essential to ensure that landlords are 

willing to rent houses in-discriminatively to students from other parts of the world (Charles & 

William, 1978). 

Higher education institutions increasingly depend on the private sector for markets. 

Associations between universities and local residents have been helpful in forming mutually 

beneficial partnerships (Salama & Alshuwaikhat, 2015). Although this approach has helped to 

sustain sanity among domestic students, it has been ineffective for international students from 

diverse social and cultural backgrounds, a factor that has reduced the availability of housing 

facilities for these students (Fox, 2010). However, this approach has supported students in 

learning to recognize healthy housing situations as opposed to learning through trial and error 

(Twigg, 2011, 104). Learning through experiences is ineffective because it imprints negative 

attitudes that may be detrimental to students’ health as well as their academic performance.  



CHALLENGES FACING SAUDI ARABIAN STUDENTS’ HOUSING IN CAPE BRETON 12 

 

Unscrupulous Landlords and Substandard Housing 

Community concerns relating to the challenges of students in off-campus living are 

confirmed by different literatures. According to Sarkodie-Mensah (1998), some landlords are 

unnecessarily strict to the student causing psychological stress. Twigg (2011) reflects on Gose 

proposition in 1994 that required universities to create offices for airing complaints for off-

campus students (104). The aim of this proposition was to protect the students by combating bad 

landlords. In the end, the plan causes additional challenges for the individuals with the task of 

managing the off-campus housing properties. The failure of universities to have a leading role in 

off-campus housing facilities has affected international students, especially from Arabic 

countries due to the diversity of the cultures and religion (Francis, 2015). 

Some Canadian universities operate with an off-campus housing office model but are 

unwilling to support students in a similar way due to legal implications. According to Twigg 

(2011), “leading or managing change requires the ‘buy in’ from senior staff and university 

leaders” (104). A part of university leaders and senior staff are reluctant to spearhead such plans 

due to some existing laws of rent (Sidiq & Baroni, 2010; Samuel & Luskin, 2010). For instance, 

landlords have the responsibility of implementing a rule deem beneficial for their buildings. As 

such, some may be unwilling to rent their apartments to international students from universities 

that have off-campus housing offices. The findings from this research suggest that local 

communities would a student housing office and participate in the orientation activities for 

international students (Twigg, 2011, 105). This strategy is suited to combat all challenges rooted 

in racism stereotypes for students from Arabic countries.  

 



CHALLENGES FACING SAUDI ARABIAN STUDENTS’ HOUSING IN CAPE BRETON 13 

 

Stereotypes 

Saudi students in Nova Scotia face several racial and religious stereotypes that ultimately 

lead to an identity crisis. Some landlords are hesitant to rent houses to Muslim students due to 

common misconceptions such as terror and strong affiliations to the religion (Kyser, 2011). The 

traditional system of public school in North America rarely acknowledges the tussle the Arab-

American students encounter as they strive to cope with a new culture (Salama, 2006). Often, 

this results in an identity crisis that stems from the fact that students are away from where they 

call "home.” These students are forced to reject their cultures, which they consider to be 

shameful and worthless (O’Neil, 2010). Ultimately, they adopt a distinctive behavior that denies 

the Arab personality. Such students will always make it clear to the dominant Canadian culture, 

as well as people from their cultural backgrounds, that they are rebellious against their origin 

(Al- Mutairi, 2011). A research by Pidgeon and Andres (2005) shows that such students suffer 

both socially and academically by denying their identity and yet can never attain the “Western” 

identity.  

 

Adjustment 

The transition from Saudi Arabia to an isolated community such as Cape Breton is 

stressful to the life of a young adult. There are faced with the task of adjusting to new 

surroundings, making new friends, modifying the existing relationships, and adopting new study 

habits (Tilburg & Vingerhoets, 1997). According to Williams (2013), “difficulty in making 

friends is common and among students’ most pressing worries, based on focus groups and 

literature” (24). They are forced to function as independent adults by budgeting their money and 
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time, as well as making independent decisions (Foster & Williams, 2014). Normally, 

international students undergo four stages of transition.  Firstly, they experience exhilaration, 

excitement, anticipation, and nervousness after settling. Secondly, they face hostility due to the 

failure of the community to understand their culture, beliefs, and religion (Wu et al., 2015, 23). 

Thirdly, they go through an acceptance phase by appreciating the differences between the new 

surroundings and their home environment. Lastly, they adapt, a phase that is followed by 

personal and academic satisfaction (Wu et al., 2015). 

In conclusion, challenges affecting Saudi students in Cape Breton University should to be 

viewed together with the university and local community’s perception of off-campus housing. A 

majority of universities have yet to implement the off-campus housing office to enable 

international students report cases of abuse. Also, local communities should try to understand 

cultural diversity. Cultural and behavioral tolerance will result in safe off-campus housing 

option. With that said, the methodology will attempt to answer the main questions: 

1. What are the options, as well as affordability, of the housing facilities in Cape 

Breton? 

2. What are the support options that make the process easy to secure 

accommodation? 

3. In what way do the housing challenges affect the academic and social life of 

Saudi Arabian students? 
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Research Design 
The research design for this research will use a descriptive approach. This selection 

focuses on the nature of the research problem that has been defined above. This type of research 

is used to describe the characteristics of certain groups. Considering this research, the descriptive 

approach will be used to show the main housing challenges that Saudi Arabian students studying 

in Cape Breton University face. In addition, certain variables shown in the objectives can only be 

verified by a descriptive research. For example, safety, affordability, availability, and cost of 

houses in Cape Breton University will be established with regards to the important challenges 

that students face here. The relationship between the challenges and these variables will form the 

findings of this research. In addition, approving the research objectives will require a complete 

description of the results. For example, explorative research design led to a findings of the 

decisions that most students use to decide either on-campus or off-campus housing 

accommodation. The descriptive research design model will adopt a continuous panel approach, 

where students will be subjected to similar questions over an extended period of time.  The same 

variables should be used to investigate and approve the research objectives above. 

Research Methodology 
It is important to note that thee determination of any research design takes three core 

elements; the function of the research, the information requirement, and the methodology applied 

in the research.  With respect to the core function, this research can be categorized as an applied 

research. Indeed, the core function is using many findings in order to realize the main housing 

problems that Saudi Arabian students face while studying at Cape Breton University. However, 

the information requirement has been mentioned in the previous section as a descriptive research 
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since it focuses in describing the main housing challenges that Saudi Students face in Cape 

Breton University.  

There are three methods that can be adopted under a methodology approach; the mixed 

method, quantitative method, and the qualitative method approaches.  

However, this research will adopt a mixed method approach, with quantitative research 

method being primary, while qualitative method being secondary. Qualitative research has been 

founded from the previous research, while quantitative research will be main focus of this report. 

The findings of this research will act as a benchmark to establishing sustainable housing 

measures to most Saudi Students studying in the overseas countries.  Thus, the quantitative 

research method will seek to provide numerical data to reaffirm a given research objectives of 

the study. The importance of adopting a quantitative research method is due to its ability to 

statistically validate a research question. The primary data shall be collected by the use of 

structured questionnaires to the target sample group. This method will provide numeric data that 

can be presented in tables and graphs in order to gather a visually appealing representation of 

comparison among the research variables.  

In addition, the questions should be an online approach to the target population. 

Therefore, the students will find the opportunity to answer these questions at their convenience, 

and can give their position about the questions they are asked. Online approach in data collection 

is important since it focuses on thoughts and feelings of the target audience with regards to the 

main housing challenges. Also, the structural direction of the questionnaire will allow students to 

react to some issues, which they consider fit for further explanation. Each respondent will be 

expected to fill out his or her questionnaires depending on the perceptions that they have about 

the housing situation in Breton as international students.  
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Sampling 
Sampling simply refers to a process of selecting participants in a research. The selection 

of research must be consistent with the research questions and objectives. The target population 

for this study is International Saudi Arabian Students studying at Cape Breton University. The 

sample procedure was straightforward for this study due to the small population that is involved 

in this research, and as such the sample will be a representation of the entire population.  Based 

on this study, the total sample population was 172 Saudi Students at the Cape Breton University 

since this number represents the subject of the study.  Therefore, any student has an equal chance 

of being represented in the sample. Therefore, a non-probability sampling was used since it was 

easy to randomize the students among so many.  The higher number of students targeted for this 

exercise increased the reliability and accuracy of the outcome.  

Analysis and Tabulation 
The first table was based on cross tab analysis. This investigated on how different age 

groups responded to different questions about their living conditions in and out of the campus. 

The second table was based on chi-square tests, and the third table was based on the correlation 

to different conditions and perceptions of students living in or off campus. 

Findings 
The demographic profile of the sample was not comprised of both genders because only 

male did respond to the survey. Another critical lens of demographic importance relates to the 

nature of sampling conducted; the sample was taken from the in-campus and off-campus 

students so as to get their mixed reactions to the housing challenges they experience, as well as 

the difficulties they are subjected to. The age of the sample group was very important since 
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different analyses were conducted according to the age group in which the student belong. It was 

realized that age group influence certain choices of answers. 

For my first dataset, 100% of the respondents were male students, with 67% of these 

respondents having their years of study between 3-4 years. Only 15% had their years of study 

running for less than 3 years, while 18% of this group had their years of study running between 

5-6 years.  This finding was very critical in listing the degree in which students have to stand 

these challenges since duration of study matters a lot when it comes to influencing student’s 

response. The living arrangement for most students was off campus with up to 82% of the 

students, while only 18% of the total Saudi Students included in this dataset had on campus 

living arrangement. However, a majority of students having off campus arrangement lived in 

apartments; the rating for this was at 56%, and 21% of the respondents living in rental houses. 

Furthermore, 80% of the students living on campus had a meal plan, while 20% did not have. 

However, on the population that had a meal plan 50% were neither satisfied nor dissatisfied with 

the meal plans, none of the student was satisfied with the meal plan. A further 25% of the 

students were dissatisfied with the mean plan, and another 25% were extremely dissatisfied with 

this plan. These are opening outcomes that look out to the dissatisfaction rate of students. In fact, 

further outcomes showing that most Saudi Students were never satisfied with the housing plans 

in Cape Breton University.  

Findings linked to Objectives 

The data analysis for the commonality in the variables reveals that all the research 

objectives are valid. Considering the main question on this line, the students were asked to rate 

various aspects of their current living arrangement, and the result was overwhelming showing 

over 0.5 commonality score. This means that Saudi Students studying and living in the Cape 
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Breton University have negative attitude about the housing situation in and off the campus. 

Besides, this outcome is a clear revelation that Saudi Students have a negative perception about 

the community housing system at Cape Breton.  In all the questions asked regarding the current 

housing conditions, the students’ responses exhibited an overwhelming negative perception 

indicating their discontent to the housing situation in the overseas University. 

 With regards to the second objective about the availability of houses, students showed 

partial responses when it comes to this. For example, the age group between 21 and 25, showed 

no availability of houses, while none of the students in the age bracket 31-35 expressed any 

availability of houses.  This result could be interoperated in two different ways; in the first case, 

it can be said that age is a key determination to the perception of availability. This means that 

older students have positive perception about the availability of houses, while younger students 

are so reserved. On the other hand, this result can be interpreted that matures students have 

higher chances of acquiring houses than younger students; they have good language ethics and 

aggression to take up the responsibility and look for accommodation. Moreover, it can be 

analyzed that mature students have more money, and thus can acquire housing so easily. 

However, the key point expressed here is that Saudi Students having a greater task finding 

houses in Cape Breton University. This result shows a significant result due to the P value less 

than 0.05. Thus, the second variable is significant.  

There correlation scale justified the research objectives. For example, there was a positive 

correlation between student’s perceptions of the effect of their living arrangement with regards to 

their academic success. The high significance of this score was exhibited by rho=0.642 and 

p=0.013.  Thus, this outcome clearly exhibits that a majority of students feel that their privacy 

and living conditions affect their academic success.  
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There is a strong positive correlation between participants perception of the effect of their 

living arrangement on their academic success and their rating of privacy afforded by their living 

arrangements, rho=0.642, p=0.013 (Table 5). This implies that the more the participants feel that 

their living arrangement affects their academic success the higher they rate the privacy afforded 

by their living arrangements. The cross tab tabular analysis showed that a majority of students in 

the age group 21-25 held the strongest opinion that there no availability of housing compared 

with the age group 31-35. This outcome thus suggests higher correlation between age group and 

the perception of the idea of availability of housing.  On the chi-square tests, the variables 

showed 16.16, which means that it was significant to the achievement of the research objectives.  

Limitations 
One major limitation of this research is that it could have given a biased opinion since 

most students would tend to align their feedback to one direction. There was reluctance by the 

sample group to answer certain questions. For example, the question invoking about how the 

student’s living arrangements affected their families, did not attract any response from the 

married people.  This limited the scope of research.   

Conclusions & Implications 
In conclusion, the outcome of this research establishes that housing problem is a reality to 

most international students studying abroad. Cape Breton University is just a simple case while 

there are many other places where the situation is experienced. Therefore, a rough of measures 

should be undertaken to subvert this challenge; lest it risk jeopardizing the academic fortunes of 

most students.  
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Other Statistical Output 
Table 1 

How would you rate the following aspects of your current living arrangement? -
availability * How old are you?  

Cross tabulation 

 

How old are you? 

Total 21-25 26-30 31-35 

How would you rate the 

following aspects of 

your current living 

arrangement?-

availability 

None at all Count 2 0 0 2 

% within How would 

you rate the following 

aspects of your current 

living arrangement?-

availability 

100.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Poor Count 3 5 0 8 

% within How would 

you rate the following 

aspects of your current 

living arrangement?-

availability 

37.5% 62.5% 0.0% 100.0% 

Fair Count 7 4 0 11 

% within How would 

you rate the following 

aspects of your current 

living arrangement?-

availability 

63.6% 36.4% 0.0% 100.0% 

Good Count 0 3 2 5 

% within How would 

you rate the following 

aspects of your current 

living arrangement?-

availability 

0.0% 60.0% 40.0% 100.0% 

Excellent Count 0 1 0 1 

% within How would 

you rate the following 

aspects of your current 

living arrangement?-

availability 

0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 
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Table 2 

Chi-Square Tests 

 Value df 

Asymptotic 
Significance 

(2-sided) 
Pearson Chi-
Square 

16.181a 8 .040 

Likelihood Ratio 17.140 8 .029 
Linear-by-Linear 
Association 

5.360 1 .021 

N of Valid Cases 27   

a. 14 cells (93.3%) have expected count less than 5. 
The minimum expected count is .07. 

 
             Of the students that feel that there is no availability of housing, all are in the 21-25 age. 

None of the students in the 31-35 age rank availability of housing as non-existent, poor, or fair 

(Table 1). All participants in this age group ranked availability as good. The inferential analysis 

reveals that there is a significant association between age group of the students and perception of 

availability of housing, Chi-square =16.18, p=0.04 (Table 2). Since the p-value is less than 0.05, 

this association is significant. 

 

 

 

Total Count 12 13 2 27 

% within How would 

you rate the following 

aspects of your current 

living arrangement?-

availability 

44.4% 48.1% 7.4% 100.0% 
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Table 3                                              Correlations 

 

How would you 

rate the following 

aspects of your 

current living 

arrangement?-

Privacy 

How strongly does 

your current living 

arrangement 

impact your 

academic 

success?-

Slightly:Extremely 

Spearman's rho How would you rate the 

following aspects of 

your current living 

arrangement?-Privacy 

Correlation Coefficient 1.000 .642 

Sig. (2-tailed) . .013 

N 
26 14 

How strongly does your 

current living 

arrangement impact 

your academic 

success?-

Slightly:Extremely 

Correlation Coefficient .642 1.000 

Sig. (2-tailed) .013 . 

N 

14 14 

 
Table 4           Chi-Square Tests 

 Value df 

Asymptotic 
Significance 

(2-sided) 
Pearson Chi-
Square 33.297a 15 .004 

Likelihood 
Ratio 22.227 15 .102 

Linear-by-
Linear 
Association 

3.764 1 .052 

N of Valid 
Cases 21   

a. 24 cells (100.0%) have expected count less 
than 5. The minimum expected count is .05. 

 

 
There is strong positive correlation between participants perception of the effect of their 

living arrangement on their academic success and their rating of privacy afforded by their living 
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arrangements, Correlation Coefficient =0.642, p=0.013 (Table 3). This means that the more the 

participants feel that their living arrangement affects their academic success the higher they rate 

the privacy afforded by their living arrangements.  

Proximity to campus and the people sharing living spaces makes interesting findings. 

Proximity to campus is rated as good by one persons that lives alone and another that shares with 

a person. The person that shares with five people feels that proximity to campus was poor. But 

all five participants that shared with two people felt that proximity to campus was fair (Table 5). 

Table 5 
How would you rate the following aspects of your current living arrangement? -proximity to 

Campus * How many people share your living space?  
Cross tabulation 

 

How many people share your living space? 

Total 

Only me or only 

me and my 

family 1 2 3 4 More then 5 

How would you rate 

the following 

aspects of your 

current living 

arrangement?-

proximity to Campus 

None at all Count 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 

% within How would 

you rate the 

following aspects of 

your current living 

arrangement?-

proximity to Campus 

0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Poor Count 0 4 0 0 0 1 5 

% within How would 

you rate the 

following aspects of 

your current living 

arrangement?-

proximity to Campus 

0.0% 80.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 20.0% 100.0% 

Fair Count 3 3 5 2 0 0 13 
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% within How would 

you rate the 

following aspects of 

your current living 

arrangement?-

proximity to Campus 

23.1% 23.1% 38.5% 15.4% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Good Count 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 

% within How would 

you rate the 

following aspects of 

your current living 

arrangement?-

proximity to Campus 

50.0% 50.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 100.0% 

Total Count 4 8 5 2 1 1 21 

% within How would 

you rate the 

following aspects of 

your current living 

arrangement?-

proximity to Campus 

19.0% 38.1% 23.8% 9.5% 4.8% 4.8% 100.0% 

 
 
Table 6            Chi-Square Tests 

 Value df 

Asymptotic 
Significance 

(2-sided) 
Pearson Chi-
Square 33.297a 15 .004 

Likelihood 
Ratio 22.227 15 .102 

Linear-by-
Linear 
Association 

3.764            1 .052 

 21   
N of Valid 
Cases 21   

a. 24 cells (100.0%) have expected count less 
than 5. The minimum expected count is .05. 
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Overall, there is a significant association between the number of people that a person shares 

space with and their rating of the proximity to campus, Chi-square =33.3, p<0.05 (Table 6).  

 
Table 7                                                         ANOVA 

 

Sum of 

Squares df Mean Square F Sig. 

How would you rate 

the following 

aspects of your 

current living 

arrangement?-

Neighborhood 

Between Groups 11.746 3 3.915 3.261 .042 

Within Groups 25.214 21 1.201   

Total 

36.960 24    

How would you rate 

the following 

aspects of your 

current living 

arrangement?-

Cleanliness 

Between Groups 11.059 3 3.686 3.755 .026 

Within Groups 21.595 22 .982   

Total 

32.654 25    

How would you rate 

the following 

aspects of your 

current living 

arrangement?-

Overall maintenance 

Between Groups 10.405 3 3.468 3.980 .022 

Within Groups 17.429 20 .871   

Total 

27.833 23    

 
The annual income collection had a significant effect on the students rating of the neighborhood, 

F (3, 21) =3.26, p=0.042. Furthermore, the annual income collection had a significant effect on 

the students rating of the cleanliness, F (3, 22) =3.76, p=0.026. Lastly, the annual income 

collection had a significant effect on the students rating of overall maintenance, F (3, 20) =3.98, 

p=0.022. In all cases, the p-value is less than 0.05 (Table 7).  
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